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sacrifice of many of his most cherished ideas. Still,
the League was formed, and in April the Covenant
was adopted, and after the signing of the Treaty on
June 28, 1919, the President finally left Europe for
America.

He brought back with him, for ratification by the
United States Senate, the Peace Treaty and the Cove-
nant of the League of Nations. He still believed that
it would find acceptance among his people, and that
Americans, having helped to win the war, wpuld in the
end be equally willing to help to preserve the peace.
But during his absence the Isolationists had been busily
working against him. They said that America had got
Europe out of a mess which was really none of her
business, and now the nations of the Old World must
look after themselves. Certainly the United States must
not join the League, for if she did, without doubt the
day would come when she would again be drawn into
a struggle which did not directly concern her.

So the opponents of the League argued, and they
carried an immense number of their countrymen with
them. President Wilson went on a special tour through
the States to explain the principles of the League to the
people and endeavour to win their support, but his
health broke down under the strain, and he was forced
to return to Washington. His collapse doomed the
League so far as the United States was concerned. Had
he retained his health he might have carried the day,
but as it was, when it came to the final voting, the
Senate refused to ratify the Peace Treaty as it stood, and
the ailing President saw the noble aim for which he had